Unit 12c: Country Area Studies--Japan

Unit 12c: Japan

Objectives

At the end of this section, you wll

Be aware of the following

Variety of religious influences on current Japanese
religious practice

CGestures and manners practiced by nany Japanese
Governnment registration of Japanese religious groups

Code of conduct (Bushido) of traditional Japanese
warriors

Wrld and |ife perspectives conmmon to Japanese beli ef
Local nature of Japanese religious expression
Sacred, historical Japanese texts

Tendai and Shi ngdon school s of Japanese Buddhi st
practice

Rites enabling adherents to reach enlightennent
Various new religions in Japan

ldentify

Confort wonen, Asian wonen’s fund

Kei ro- no- ki, Cbon Festival

Mat suri, Amaterasu Om kam

U igam , Burakum n, Bushi do

Aum Shi nri kyo

Ki nrono, H roshima, Meiji, Sumb wrestling
Sakyamuni, esoteric, Kam , Mndal a
Mappo, Bodhi sattvas, Shintoism Tama, Kotoage
Kot odana, Shogun, Sanmm tsu

Goma, Mudra, yoga, mantra, goryo
Nenmbut su, nenbutsu odori, ofuda

Amul et s, Koans, Soka Gakkai

Gohonzon
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Unit 12c: Country Area Studies--Japan

Realize

Reasons donestic viol ence may go unreported
Significance of New Year’s Day and Cbon Festivals
Status of disabled people in Japan

Korean mnority status in Japan

| mportance of comunity

Ecl ectic nature of Japanese religion

China’s influence on Japanese religion
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Japan

Popul ati on 125, 506, 000
% under 15 years 16%
Commo
TV 1:1
Radi o 1:1
Phone 1:2
Newspaper 579: 1, 000
Heal t h
Li f e Expectancy Mal e 77/ Fermal e 82
Hospital s 1: 74
Doct ors 1:570
| MR 4:1, 000
| ncone $20, 200. 00 per cap
Literacy Rate 99%
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1. Religious Groups (See Appendi x--Japanese Rel i gi ons)
a. Shinto/Buddhist 84%
b. Other 16% (0. 7% Chri sti an)

c. Religious Practice “mst Japanese participate in
rituals and custons derived from several religious
traditions.

‘——4

R
il ] e ]
[

Life cycle events are often marked
by visits to a Shinto shrine.

The birth of a new baby is celebrated with a formal
shrine visit at the age of about one nonth, as are the third,
fifth, and seventh birthdays and the official beginning of
adul t hood at age twenty. Weddi ng cerenpnies are often
performed by Shinto priests, but Christian weddings are al so
popular. In the early 1980s, nore than 8 percent of weddi ngs
were held in a shrine or tenple, and nearly 4 percent were
held in a church. The nost popul ar place for a weddi ng
cerenony--chosen by 41 percent--was a weddi ng hall

Funeral s are nost often performed by
Buddhi st priests, and Buddhist rites are
al so common on death day anni versaries of
deceased fam |y nenbers.
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Sone Japanese do not perform ancestral cerenonies at
all, and sonme do so rather nechanically and awkwardly. But
there have al so been changes in these practices, such as nore
personal and private cerenonies and wonen honoring their own
as well as their husband' s ancestors, that nake them nore
meani ngful to contenporary participants.” (Unless otherw se
stated, all quotations are fromthe Library of Congress
Country Studi es/ Area Handbooks--Japan.)

2. Ethnic/Racial Groups
a. Japanese 99. 4%

b. Other 0.6%

3. Gender Issues

a. Domestic violence

“Vi ol ence agai nst wonen, particularly donestic violence,
often may go unreported due to social and cultural concerns
about sham ng one's famly or endangering the reputation of
one's spouse or of fspring.

Typically, victimzed wonen often return to the hone of
their parents rather than file reports with authorities.” (US
Department of State, Japan Report on Human R ghts Practices
for 1996.)

b. Harassment “There is no speci fic | aw on sexual
harassnment. Sexual harassnment in the workplace is
w despread, as evidenced by a May survey by the Japanese
Trade Uni on Confederation, RENGO, which reveal ed that over 40
percent of working wonen have experienced sexual harassnent.”
(Human Rights Practices...)
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c. Equal opportunity “The
position of wonen in society, although
significantly inproved during the | ast
few decades, continues to reflect deep-
seated traditional values that assign
wonen a subordinate role in the
wor kpl ace. Al t hough di scrim nation by
private enpl oyers agai nst wonen is
prohi bited by the Constitution, it
persi sts.

Al t hough the Equal Enpl oynment Qpportunity Law prohibits
di scrim nation agai nst wonen in wages, fermal e workers on
average earned only 62 percent of average mal e earnings. Mich
of this disparity results fromthe "two-track" personnel
adm ni stration systemfound in nost |arger conpanies. Under
this system newy hired enpl oyees are put into one of two
categories: managerial track or clerical track.” (Human
Ri ghts Practices...)

d. Comfort women “in 1993 the
Prime Mnister publicly acknow edged and
apol ogi zed for the forner |nperial
Governnent's involvenent in the arny's
practice of forcing an estimted 200, 000
wonen (i ncluding Koreans, Filipinas,

Chi nese, I ndonesi ans, Burnese, Dutch,
and Japanese) to provide sex to soldiers
bet ween 1932 and 1945.

The Asian Wnen's Fund was established in July 1995 as a
private, governnent-sponsored fund to conpensate forner
confort wonen. The fund w |l support three projects. The
first will provide direct conpensation paynents to individual
victinms and will be financed entirely through private
donations. A second project will provide nedical and wel fare
assi stance to individual confort wonen. Athird will fund
projects to inprove the general status of wonen and girls in

Asia.” (Human Rights Practices...)
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4. Conflicts

a. International disputes “Islands of Etorofu,
Kunashiri, Shi kotan, and the Habonai group occupi ed by the
Soviet Union in 1945, now adm nistered by Russia, are clained
by Japan; Liancourt Rocks are disputed with South Korea;
Senkaku | sl ands are clainmed by China and Taiwan.” (1996 Cl A
Fact sheet . )

b. Terrorist groups

(1) Aum Supreme Truth “On 20 March 1995 Aum
menbers carried six packages onto Tokyo subway trains and
punctured the packages with unbrella tips, rel easing deadly
sarin gas that killed 12 persons and injured nore than 5, 000.
Japanese police arrested Asahara in May 1995 and he was on
trial when 1996 ended. Several key Aum figures renain at
| arge. The group may have perpetrated other crinmes before
the March 1995 attack and apparently planned future
attacks...group clainmed 9,000 nenbers in Japan and 40, 000
wor | dw de.”

(2) Chukaku-Ha “An ultraleftist/radical group
with origins in the fragnentation of the Japanese Conmuni st
Party in 1957...Participates in street denonstrations and
commts sporadic attacks using crude rockets and incendiary
devices...Has | aunched rockets at a U S. mlitary facility.”
(1996 G obal TerrorismReport, U S. Departnent of State)

5. Holidays/Observances (The following naterial,
adapted from Hol i days, Festivals and Cel ebrati ons of the
Wrld Dictionary, conpiled by Sue Thonpson and Bar bara
Carlson, [Detroit: Omigraphics, 1994], is instructive).
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a. Autumnal EqQuinoX (EE- kwah- noks, 22/23 Sep)

Cel ebrates arrival of autumm
Honors fam |y ancestors

b. Bear Festival (early Dec with Ainu of northernnost
Japan)

Cerenoni al killing of a young bear to appease the
spirit world

c. Bunka-no-hi (BOON-kah- noh- HEE, Cul ture Day, 3 Nov)

Day to honor contributions to the
arts and sci ences

Oiginally celebrated as birthday
of Enperor Meiji, who ruled from
1868-1912

Meiji age was one of civilization
and enlightennent, a turning away
from feudal i sm

Enperor Meiji is the great-

gr andf at her of the present

Enperor Akihito

d. Freeing of Insects (late Aug to early Sep)

Traditional rural festival

| nsects purchased on 28 May, kept in cages, and make
songs during the sumrer nonths, are freed

Cccurs in public parks, tenples or shrines
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e. Hanami (Hah- nah- MEE, March and April)

Appreciation of cherry bl ossons

Peopl e go to parks for picnics, games, stories and
dance

f. Higan (HEE-gahn, 20/21 March and 23/24 Sep)

Buddhi st observance | ooking to “the other shore”
('hi gan)

Cel ebrates nove fromworld of suffering to world of
enl i ght ennment

Adherents renenber dead, visit and cl ean graves,
recite texts and prayers

O hagi (rice balls and sweet bean paste) and sush
are offerings

g. Keiro-no-hi (KAY- ee- ROOOH- noh-
HEE, Respect-for-the-Aged Day, 15 Sep)

Nat i onal holiday honoring the
el derly

h. Kodomo-no-Hi (koh-doh- noh- NOH hee, Children’s Day,
5 May)

Nat i onal holiday for boys and girls

Fam |y picnics occur, households with boys fly
streaners with carp fish

Carp represent strength, courage and determ nation as
t hey swi m upstream

I. Obon Festival (ooo+ bohn, 13-15 Jul or Aug)

Al so called festival of dead, Buddhi st belief that
dead revisited the earth

On first evening, small bonfires wel conme ancestors,
along with neals

Fi nal day, farewell dunplings and nore bonfires guide
spirits back

113



Unit 12c: Country Area Studies--Japan

Climax is Bon-Odori (Dance of Rejoicing), folk dances
whi ch confort the souls of the dead by the light of
paper | anterns

j. Other festivals

(1) Matsuri and Nenchu Gyo ji
(mat - soo- REE, nuhn-chew gyoo- JEE)
“There are two categories of holidays in
Japan: matsuri (festivals), which are
| argely of Shinto origin and relate to
the cultivation of rice and the
spiritual well-being of the community,
and nenchu gyo ji (annual events),
mai nly of Chinese or Buddhi st origin.

Very few matsuri or nenchu gyo ji are national holidays,
but they are included in the national cal endar of annual
events.

Many Japanese al so participate, at |east as spectators,
in one of the many | ocal matsuri cel ebrated throughout the
country. Matsuri may be sponsored by schools, towns, or
ot her groups but are nost often associated with Shinto
shrines. As religious festivals, these strike a Wstern
observer as quite commercialized and secul ar, but the many
who plan the events, cook special foods, or carry the floats
on their shoulders find renewal of self and of community
t hrough participation.”

(2) New Years and Obon “Mst hol i days are secul ar
in nature, but the two nost significant for the majority of
Japanese--New Year's Day for Shinto believers and Gbon (al so
call Bon Festival) for Buddhists, which nmarks the end of the
ancestors' annual visit to their earthly hone--involve visits
to Shinto shrines or Buddhist tenples.

114



Unit 12c: Country Area Studies--Japan

The New Year's hol i day
(January 1-3) is marked by the
practice of nunerous custons and
t he consunption of special foods.
These custons include tine for
getting together with famly and
friends, for special television
programm ng, and for visiting
Shinto shrines to pray for famly
bl essings in the com ng year.

Dressing in a kinmono, hangi ng out special decorations,
eating noodl es on New Year's Eve to show continuity into the
new year, and playing a poetry card gane are anong the nore
"traditional" practices.

During Cbon season, in md-August (or md-July depending
on the locale), bon (spirit altars) are set up in front of
Buddhist famly altars, which, along with ancestral graves,
are cleaned in anticipation of the return of the spirits. As
with the New Year's holiday, people living away fromtheir
famly homes return for visits with relatives. Celebrations
i nclude fol k dancing and prayers at the Buddhist tenple as
well as famly rituals in the hone.”

6. Customs

a. Gestures The foll owi ng cautions, adapted from
Gestures, the Dos and Taboos Around the Wrl d by Roger Axtel
(NY: Wley and Sons 1991), pp. 180-184, are instructive.

Handshakes May be with light grip, eyes averted

Business Cards A conplex ritual...use both hands to
grasp and receive cards. Refrain from scribbled
notes on the back of cards.
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Smiles Cover many feelings--

happi ness, anger, confusion,

apol ogi es, sadness.

Posture Maintain good posture during
soci al occasi ons.

Masks White gauze nmasks are not so
much a fear of air pollution as a
precaution to not pass cold gerns
Demonstrative behavior Avoi d | ong

physi cal contact, public displays of
affection and cl appi ng anot her person
on t he back

Silence Expect |ong periods of silence during
nmeetings or conversations. Practce good listening
skills.

Style Use both hands to receive a gift, thus
expressing humlity. Style neans nuch

Hands Avoi d hands in pockets.
b. People with disabilities

“Japan has no national |aw protecting
the rights of the disabled, including access
and enpl oynent, but sone prefectures and
cities have enacted their own | egislation
addressing the issue. Despite the disabled's
| ack of legal protection, there is grow ng
soci etal awareness of the issue.” (Human
Ri ghts Practices...)

c. National/racial/ethnic minorities “The Burakunin
(buh-rah-kuh-m hn, descendants of feudal era ‘outcasts’ who
practiced ‘unclean’ professions such as butchering and
undert aki ng), although not subject to governnental
discrimnation, are frequently victins of entrenched soci et al
di scrimnation including restricted access to housing and
enpl oynent opportunities. They are estimted to nunber
approximately 3 mllion, but nost prefer to hide their
identity.
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Despite inprovenents in Japan's | egal safeguards agai nst
di scrim nati on, Korean permanent residents (nost of whom were
born, raised, and educated in Japan and who are estinated to
nunber approxi mately 700, 000) are still subject to various
forms of deeply entrenched societal discrimnation.

By law, aliens with 5 years of continuous residence are
eligible for naturalization and the sinultaneous acquisition
of citizenship rights, including the right to vote. In fact,
however, nost eligible aliens choose not to apply for
citizenship, in part due to fears that their cultura
identity would thereby be I ost. De facto obstacles to
naturalization include broad discretion available to
adj udi cating officers and great enphasis on Japanese | anguage
ability.” (Human Rights Practices...)

d. Religious groups “The
Gover nment does not require that
religious groups be |icensed.
However, to receive official
recognition as a religious
or gani zati on, which brings tax
benefits and ot her advantages, a group
must register with | ocal or national
authorities as a ‘religious
corporation.’

In practice, alnost all religious groups register, and
until this year the procedure was little nore than a
formality. In response to a series of crines commtted by the
Aum Shi nri kyo religious sect, the D et anmended the Religious
Corporation Law to give governnental authorities increased
oversight of religious groups and to require greater
di scl osure of financial assets by religious corporations.”
(Human Rights Practices...)

e. Bushido (buh- SHEE-doh) “The way of the warrior
(sanmurai), a termapplied to the principles of loyalty and
honor; a code of stoic endurance, scorn of danger and deat h,
religious worship of country and sovereign, and proper soci al
rel ati onshi ps; an aesthetic life-style.”
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7. Cultural Literacy Concepts/Terms The fol I owing
terms, adapted from The Dictionary of Qobal Culture, (edited
by Kwanme Appiah and Henry Gates, Jr., NY: Al fred Knopf,

1997), apply to Japan. For nore detailed information,

consult The Dictionary of dobal Culture.

a. Amaterasu Omikami (ah- mah-tehr-ah-soo OOOH nee-
khah- nmee)

Goddess of the sun in Shinto
nmyt hol ogy

Rul i ng enperors of Japan trace their
ancestry back to this deity

b. Bunraku (buhn-rah- koo)

Tradi tional Japanese puppet theater founded by Uenura
Bunr akuken

Nearly life-sized stringed puppets

Narration is chanted and acconpani ed by a three-
stringed instrunment, the sam sen

c. Byodoin (bee- YOOOH DOOOH- eehn)

Buddhi st tenple dedicated in 1053 for Am tabha Buddha
Tenpl e has many architectural achievenents, including
t he Hoodo or Phoeni x Hall, whose |ayout resenbles a
giant bird

d. Chikamatsu Monzaemon (chee- kah- MAHT- soo nohn-
zah- EH nohn, 1653-1724)

Fanous Bunraku pl ayw i ght

Combi ned traditional nythical Bunraku with a nore
real setting

Wote Bunraku as historical ronmances, tragic |ove
stories, and ancient battle dramas
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430
e. Choka (choo- KAH) J"
Form of | ong Japanese poem popul ar in the
| ate seventh and early eighth centuries
Devel opment of nore condensed hai ku
di spl aced choka by the ninth century.
-y D
A
Play originally witten by Takedo |lzuno in 1748 for
t he Bunraku puppet theater

Was adapt ed to kubuki

Chushi ngura dramati zes (for ten hours) events
surrounding forty-seven nasterl ess sanmurai who avenge
the death of their lord

f. Chushingura (choo- sheen- goo- RAH)

g. Edo (eh- DoH)

Oiginal name for Tokyo (from 1180-1868) which neans
“river gate”

Edo becanme Japan’s official capital around 1600 when
t he Tokugawa Shogunate | ocated there

In 1868, the end of the Meiji Restoration brought the
| nperial Palace to the site of Edo Castle, and
renaned the city Tokyo

h. Genji Monogatari (gehn-jee noh-noh- ghah-t ah- REE)

Witten in the eleventh century by Mirasaki Shi ki bu
(c.980-1015)

Depicts the life of Genji, a tragic prince, and his
descendant s

Genji precedes the Western novel by 500 years
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I. Genroku era (gehn-roo-koo)

Termreferring to the period of 1688-
1704

Peace brought by the shogun’s power
stinul ated cul tural awareness and
enlightenment in the arts, sciences,
and phi | osophi es

Samurai were able to concentrate on these studies
during peacetine

J. Gunki monogatari (guhn-KEE noh- noh- ghah- t ah- REE)

“Medi eval war tal es”

Depicted the civil wars plaguing inperial rule from
1156- 1221

Narratives provided plots for much of Japanese
t heat er

k. Hiroshima (HEE- r oo- shee- mah)

Japanese city | ocated on the sout hwestern island of

Honshu

WAs a strategic mlitary site until its near
destruction by the first atom c bonb on August 6,
1945

|. HOryuji (HOOOH ree-yoo-j ee)

Buddhi st Tenple built in 607 by patron saint of
Japanese Buddhi sm Prince Shot oku

Rebuilt in 708 after a fire

Presently holds the ol dest wooden buildings in the
wor | d

M. Ito Noe (ee-toooh noh-eh, 1895-1923)
Leader in the Japanese fem ni st novenent

Last editor of the Seitosha publication before its
forced di sbandnent in 1916
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n. Japanese imperial family

Enperor is often synbol

Current enperor, Akihito (son
of Hirohito), was enthroned in
1970; the 125th of his line

Consi dered the chief priest of
Shinto, retained by the

| mperi al Househol d Agency, with
a staff of over a thousand

0. Kabuki (kah-boo-kee)

Common t heater performance, sonetinmes questionable
due to its dancing

A 1629 | aw forbade wonen to perform followed by a
simlar 1652 | aw forbidding young boys fromthe sanme
Consi dered the nost versatile of Japanese theater.

Pl ayers have no directors, |eaving ful
interpretation to the actors

p. Kawabata, Yasunari (kah-wah-baht-ah, yah-soon-ah-
rhee, 1899-1972)

Cont enporary Japanese witer who received the Nobel
Prize for literature in 1968

Yasunari lost his entire famly by the age of 16 to
illness and old age, his works concentrated on agi ng
and death

g. Kimono (kee- nohn- noh)

Term meani ng “cl ot hi ng”

Descri bes traditional Japanese
robe garnment with rectangul ar

sl eeves and a sash (obi) worn by
bot h sexes
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r. Kinkakuji (ki hn-kah-koo-j ee)

Tenpl e of the Golden Pavilion, rebuilt in 1955 after
bei ng burned first in 1565 and again in 1950

Buddhi st tenple three-stories high, covered in gold
| eaf

s. Kobayashi Takiji (koh-bah-yah-shee tah-kee-]j ee,
1903- 1933)

Japanese aut hor born in poverty who soon becane a
strong supporter of Communi st novenents

Majority of his works, such as
Senkyuhyakuni j uhachi nen sangat su jugonichi (1928; The
Fifteenth of March) and Kani kosen (1929; The Factory
Shi p), were banned imedi ately after publication

D ed under torture in 1933

t. Kojiki (koh-j ee-kee)

“Record of Ancient Matters,” the
ol dest historical record of Japan
Covers the period fromthe age of
gods (beginning of tine) to the
rule of Enpress Sui ko (593-628)
First section is a holy book in
Shinto. Icludes nyths of how the
gods founded Japan

Second and third books rel ate
enpirical famlies and successions

u. Kokugaku (koh- koo- gah- - koo)

Originally philosophy, readers would cl eanse their

m nds of contenporary thought to obtain a better
under st andi ng of classical literature

Movenent towards sinplicity

Nat i onal i st novenment utilized Kokugaku to encourage a
removal of foreigners and the foreign influences from
Japanese cul ture

Led to the inperialist state during Wrld War |
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v. Kukai (Koo kah-ee, 774-835)

“Fat her of Japanese culture”, also known as Kobo
Dai sh
Founded t he Shingon or “True Wrd” school of Buddhi sm

Renmenbered as a travel er, poet, artist, and the
conpiler of the first Japanese dictionary

w. Kurosawa AKira (kuh-roh-sah-wah ah-kee- RAH, 1910-)

One of Japan’s greatest fil nmakers

| nt roduced Japanese cinema to the Western world and
produced his own versions of Western thenes in Japan
(Shakespeare and Dost oevsky)

Most fanous filns include Shichinin no sanmurai (1954,
The Seven Sanurai) which influenced the storyline and
ci nemat ography for The Magnificent Seven and Kakush
toride no san-akunin (1958; Hi dden Fortress) which

ai ded CGeorge Lucas in applications for the Star Wars
trilogy

X. Matsuo Basho (manht-soo-oh bah-shoooh, 1644-1694)

;z Aut hor specializing in travel ogues and
gl © essays
I Perfected the hai ku poetic form

Oiginally a samurai, Matsuo chose a
wandering life after his master died
A Zen Buddhi st, Matsuo died on a

nat ure j our ney

y. Meiji Restoration (neh-ee-j ee)

Period of reformand unification in Japan begun by
the signing of the Harris Treaty in 1858 by the
Tokugawa Shogunat e

Treaty opened Japanese ports to foreigners

A series of protests and political acts ensued which
caused an end to the Shogunate and 800 years of
mlitaristic rule
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Z. Mishima Yukio (neh-shee-mah yoo- kee-oh, 1925-1970)

Prolific Japanese witer with the pen nanme Kimtake
Hi r aoka

Wote essays, plays, short stories, novels, and
scripts

aa. Murasaki Shikibu (nuh-rah-sah- kee shee-kee- boo,
c. 980- 1015)

Anci ent novel i st and poet best
known for her work Genji
nmonogatari (The Tale of Genji)
and her diary Mirasaki Shikibu
ni kki (The D ary of Mirasak
Shi ki bu)

Mur asaki cones froma long line
of literary genius, including
famly menbers published in the
i nperi al anthol ogi es,
chokusenshu

ab. Natsume Soseki (naht-suhm MEH SOOOH seh- kee,
1867- 1916)

Novel i st who studied in both Tokyo and London

Taught at the university level but left to publish
novels on installnment in the newspaper Asahi Shi nbun

Themes consi sted of abandonnment and hardships in life

ac. Noh drama (noh)

Tragi ¢ drama, begun in the fourteenth century, now
only about 250 plays perforned

Full of style and i mgery, proceeding at a sl ow pace

Lead characters wear wooden masks and every perforner
is male
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ad. Ozu Yasujiro (0OooH zuh yah-soo-j ee- ROH, 1903- 1963)

Cel ebrated filmdirector who concentrated on everyday
sinple life

Enphasi zed destruction hustle-
bustl e work ethic has on the
famly

Encour aged traditional Japanese
famly-centered life

Theme especially dramatized in
his filmTokyo nonogatari (1953;
Tokyo Story)

ae. Sata Ineko (sah-tah EEN neh-KOH, 1904- )

Leader of the proletarian literature novenent,
novelist, and critic

Wor ks drawn from poverty-ridden chil dhood,
association with the Communist Party in Japan, and
i nvol venent in wartime intrigues

af. Seitosha (seh- EE- TOOOH sha)

First Japanese fem nist group founded in 1911
Educat ed wonen and artists who published articles on
t he oppression of wonen

Mai n propaganda was a nagazine called Seito

Seito becane nore radical, leading to its being shut
down in 1916

ag. Seppuku ( SEP- puh- koo)

Form of ritual suicide caused by self-di senbowel nent
due to the belief of the soul being in the m dsection
Begun in the eleventh century and common until the

| ast century

Initiated as capital punishnment, to avoid capture, to
foll ow a deceased lord in death, or to protest the
orders of superiors
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ah. Shoin-style architecture (shoh- een)

Originally devel oped for the
sanmurai class, shoin architecture
now applies to nost Japanese
homes

Style is known for interiors

di vi ded by sliding screens
constructed of rice paper

ai. Sumo wrestling (soo- MOOOH)

Nat i onal sport begun 2,000 years ago, perfected in
t he seventeenth century

Westlers wear only a mawashi and try to force one
anot her out of a ring

Westlers ranked on a scale called the banzuke.
Usual Iy chosen from poor famlies to be raised into
t he hi gher suno cl ass

Wei ght cl asses vary from 250-500 pounds

aj. Tanizaki Jun’ichiro (tah-knee-sah- KEE j oohn- ee-
chee-roh, 1886-1965)

Renowned contenporary witer

Initially, Tanizaki’s works supported the Western
presence; later his material renounced the |oss of
Japanese identity and the scarring of the country by
i ndustrialization

ak. Urabon (oohr-ah-bohn, [Oban])

Buddhi st religious holiday derived froma Sanskrit
word nmeaning “All Saints’ Day”

Festival lasts fromJuly 13-16

Grave sites are cleaned, decorated and | aden with

of ferings

Proceedi ngs prepare for the return of dead spirits to
the homes where they were born

On the |ast day, farewell fires are set to send the
spirits away
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al. Zeami Motokiyo (zheh-ah- MEE noh-t oh- kee- YOOOH,
1363- 1443)

Founded cl assi cal Noh theater

Zeam was an actor, critic, and playwight for the
t heater troupe he headed begi nning at the age of 21

8. Resources for Further Study

a. Cross-cultural references

Condon, John C. Wth Respect to the Japanese. Yarnouth, ME
Intercultural Press, Inc., 1984.

Davis, Malcolm Insight CGuides--Japan. Singapore: APA
Publ i cations, 1993. Al SO -Japanese 915. 204-/-49 J35

Aesthetically pleasing series, presenting history,
peopl es, places, foods and travel tips. Beautiful
phot ographs, in National Geographic manner, make this
series so visually appealing.

De Mente, Boye. Behind the Japanese Bow. Lincol nwood, IL:
NTC Publ i shing G oup, 1993.

Hendry, Joy. Wapping Culture. Oxford: C arendon Press,
1993.

Det ai | ed, aesthetically pleasing in content/

format/bi nding, and insightful. The netaphor of |ayers
of lacquer, referring to Japanese self-restraint, is
val uable. “The nore coats of varnish that are laid on

the foundation by |aborious work throughout the years,

t he nore val uabl e becones the...finished product. So it
is with a people...There is nothing spurious about it;
it is not a daub to cover defects. It is at |east as
val uabl e as the substance it adorns.” (p. 6)
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Hoopes, Aaron. Update Japan. Yarnmouth, M Intercultural
Press, Inc., 1992.

Mor sbach, Helnut. The Sinple Guide to Custons and Etiquette
in Japan. (ISBN 1-86034-000-8), Kent, England: G obal Books,
Ltd., 1994.

Anot her text to beg, borrow or purchase. Highly
recommended by the Overseas Briefing Center of the U S
Departnent of State. Less detailed than the Culture
Shock! series, but highly readable treatnent.

Shel l ey, Rex. Culture Shock! Japan. Portland, Oregon:
G aphic Arts Center Publishing, (1SBN 1-55868-071-3), 1993.

Beg, borrow, or purchase this book. Highly recomended
by the Overseas Briefing Center, U S. Departnent of
State. The Culture Shock! series is detailed and in-
dept h.

Strauss, Robert, Chris Taylor and Tony Weeler. Lonely
Pl anet Travel Survival Kit--Japan. Berkeley, Calif: Lonely
Pl anet Publications, 1991.

The best, by far, of readily accessible travel guides.
Detailed information is presented in a nanageabl e,
easily used manner. Don't |eave for Japan without this
book.

b. Biography, novels,
literature, poetry

Bei | enson, Peter, trans. Japanese Hai ku: Two Hundred Twenty
Exanpl es of Seventeen-Syl | abl e Poens. Munt Vernon, NY:
Pet er Pauper Press, c1956.

p Chanberlin Library: 895.61082 JAPA, 1956
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Clavell, Janmes. Shogun: A Novel of Japan. New YorKk:
At heneum 1975.

p Chanberlin Library: FICTI ON CLAVELL

The first novel in a series of Japanese epics. Shogun
is set in 1600 Japan, a glorious saga of the orient.
Dranmati zes how a Westerner is altered by his exposure to
an alien and exotic culture. Depicts a nation seething
with violence and intrigue as it noves into a nodern
age.

Endo, Shausaku. Deep River. NY: New Directions, 1994.
p Aiso Library: Japanese JPN 895.635 E56 1994

A group of Japanese converge at the Ganges River for
different reasons. Strangers to one another but each
with a story. Excellent characterization conparable to
Chaucer’s Canterbury Tal es.

Endo, Shausaku. The Sanurai: A Novel. NY: Harper &Row
Kodansha International, 1982.
p Chanberlin Library: FICTI ON ENDO

A historical novel set in the period preceding Christian
persecution. A sanurai is chosen as a Lord s envoy to
the West. The tale journey’s with one of the first
Japanese to visit Wstern soils as he travels from

Mexi co to Rone.

| chi hashi, Yamato. Morning dory, Evening Shadow. Yanato
| chi hashi and Hs Internnent Witings, 1942-1945.
p Aiso Library: General GEN 940.5308 |16 1997

The witings of a Stanford University professor after

t he evacuation of hinself and famly from Stanford to
live in federal relocation centers with 120,000 ot her
persons of Japanese ancestry. Sixty-four years old at
the tinme of his internment, Ichihashi was never able to
publish his witings. Rediscovered twenty-five years

| ater, they form perhaps the richest personal account
of internnent.
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| waya, Sazanam . Japanese Fairy Tales. Tokyo: Hokusei do
Press, 1938.
p Aiso Library: Japanese JPN 398.2-/-O4956 |1965] 1938

Monotaro % The Crab’s Revenge % The A d Man Who Made
Trees to Bl ossom % The Tongu-Cut Sparrow % The Tea-
Kettle of Good Luck % The Story of Kachi-Kachi Yama.

Kawabat a, Yasunari. Snow Country, and Thousand Cranes; the
Nobel Prize edition of two novels. NY: Knopf, 1969 [c1956,
1958] .

p Chanberlin Library: FICTI ON KAWA

A printing of two novels to celebrate the award of the
1968 Nobel Prize for Literature. Novels of |ove and
grow h in nodern and anci ent Japan

Keene, Donal d. Anthol ogy of Japanese Literature fromthe
Earliest Era to the Md-Ni neteenth Century. New York: G ove
Press, [1955].

p Bosun Library: GCeneral PL753.K2

I ncl udes short stories, diaries, and poetry broken down
into the periods of Japan, fromancient |life (before 794
AD) to works written during the Tokugawa Period (1600-
1868) .

McAl pi ne, Helen and WIlliam Japanese Tal es and Legends.
Oxford, New York: Oxford University Press, 1989.
p Aiso Library: Japanese...

M shima, Yukio. After the Banquet. NY: Knopf, 1963.
p Aiso Library: Japanese JPN 895.635 M678a

A devastating and masterful portrait of the inevitable
battl e between idealismand opportunismin politics and
bet ween | ove and obedi ence in marri age.

M shima, Yukio, ed. New Witing in Japan. Harnondswort h:
Pengui n, 1972.
p Bosun Library: GCeneral PL755.65 .M

A collection of short stories witten by various young
contenporary authors in Japan.

M shima, Yukio. The Tenple of the Golden Pavilion. NY
Peri gee Books, [1980] c¢1959.
p Aiso Library: Japanese JPN 895.635 M678t 1980
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M yazawa, Kenji. A Future of lce: Poens and Stories of a
Japanese Buddhi st. San Francisco: North Point Press, 1989.
p Aiso Library: Japanese JPN 895.6144 Ms85 1989

Mur asaki, Shi ki bu. Miurasaki Shikibu, Her D ary and Poetic
Menoirs: A Translation and Study. Princeton, NJ: Princeton
University Press, c1982.

p Monterey Public Library: 895.6/MJR

Regarded as one of the greatest witers in Japanese

hi story. Miurasaki Shikibu lived fromc.980-1015 in the
courts of the great Japanese shogun, Fujiwara no

M chi naga.

Mur asaki, Shikibu. The Tale of Genji. Doubl eday, [nd].
p Bosun Library: GCeneral PL788.4 .M

Preceding the first Western novel by five centuries, the
1, 000 pages of Genji Monogatari followthe life and
romances of the adventuring Prince and his descendants.

Nat sunme, Soseki. | ama Cat: A Novel. New York: Coward,
McCann, and Geoghegan, [1982], c1961
P Monterey Public Library: FICTION NAT

A satiric attack on human society fromthe viewoint of
a cat. A pessimstic novel about life in nodern
soci ety.

Ni ppon Gakuj ut su Shi nkaokai. The Noh Drama; Ten Plays from
t he Japanese: Sel ected and Transl ated by the Speci al Noh
Commttee. Tokyo, Rutland, Vt., C E Tuttle Co. [1960]

p Chanberlin Library: 895.62 JAPA

Vell-formatted conpilation of ten classic plays.
I ncl udes a general introduction on the dramatic form as
wel |l as introductions on the history and content of each

pl ay.

Rexrot h, Kenneth. One Hundred Poens fromthe Japanese. New
York: New Directions, 1955.
p Bosun Library: GCeneral PL2518.R4

Shi gemat su, Soi ku. A Zen Harvest--Japanese Fol k Zen Sayi ngs
[ Hai ku, Dodoitsu, and Waka]. Berkeley, Calif: North Point
Press, 1988.
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Tani zaki, Junichiro. D ary of a Mad Od Man. New York
Knopf, 1965.

One of the greatest Japanese witers of the twentieth
century. Tanizaki’'s works are known for their bluntness
and subconsci ous nuances.

Tol and, John. Qccupation. Garden Cty, NY: Doubl eday, 1987.
p Chanberlin Library: FICTION TOLAND

A sensitive novel portraying the views of both cultures
during the Anerican occupation of Japan from 1945-49.

W son, Epiphanius. The Literature of Japan. Freeport, NY:
Books for Libraries Press [1971].
p Chanberlin Library: 895.608 LITE

Genji Monogatari, by Mirasaki Shikibu; translated into
English by Suyematz Kenchio % C assical Poetry of

Japan: Selections, translated by B.H Chanberlain %% The
Drama of Japan: Sel ected Plays, translated by B.H
Chanber| ai n.

c. Military topics “Books for
the Mlitary Professional,”
di stributed by the Conbat Studies
Institute of the Conmmand and
General Staff College, Ft.
Leavenwort h, Kansas, includes the
foll ow ng sel ections:

Blair, Cay. Silent Victory: The U.S. Submari ne War Agai nst
Japan. Philadel phia: J.B. Lippincott, 1975.

But ow, Robert Joseph Charles. Japan’s Decision to Surrender
Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 1954.

Coox, Alvin D. Nonpbnhan: Japan Agai nst Russia, 1939.
Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 1985.

Dorn, Frank. The Sino-Japanese War, 1937-1941: From Marco
Polo Bridge to Pearl Harbor. New York: Macm ||l an, 1974.

Drueger, Walter. From Down Under to N ppon: The Story of the
Sixth Arny in World War 11. \Washi ngton, DC. Conbat Forces
Press, 1953.
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Ei chel berger, Robert L. Qur Jungle Road to Tokyo. New York:
Vi king Press, 1950; Nashville, TN Battery Press, 1989.

Feis, Herbert. The Road to Pearl Harbor: The Com ng of the
War Between the United States and Japan. Princeton, NJ:
Princeton University Press, 1950.

Gines, Carroll V. Doolittle' s Tokyo Raiders. Princeton,
NJ: Van Nostrand, 1964.

Hersey, John. Hiroshima. New ed. New York: A A Knopf, 1985.

| enaga, Saburo. The Pacific War: World War Il and the
Japanese, 1931-1945. New York: Pant heon Books, 1978.

Kenney, George C. General Kenney Reports: A Personal History
of the Pacific War. Washington, DC. O fice of Air Force
Hi story, 1987.

Lewi n, Ronal d. Utra Goes to War: The First Account of Wrld
War 11's Greatest Secret, Based on Oficial Docunents. New
York: MG awH Il, 1978.

Prange, Gordon Wlliam At Dawn W Slept: The Untold Story
of Pear| Harbor. New York: McGawH ||, 1981.

Pressei sen, Ernst Leopold. Before Aggression: Europeans
Prepare the Japanese Arny. Tucson: University of Arizona
Press, 1965.

Sl edge, Eugene. Wth the O d Breed at Peleliu and Cki nawa.
New York: Oxford University Press, 1981.

Spector, Ronald H Eagle Against the Sun: The Anerican War
w th Japan. New York: Free Press, 1985.

Tol and, John. The R sing Sun: The Decline and Fall of the
Japanese Enpire, 1936-1945. New York: Random House, 1970.

Turnball, Stephen R The Sanurai: A Mlitary H story.
G ncinnati, OH Seven HIls Books, 1983.

Warner, Dennis Ashton, and Peggy Warner. The Tide at
Sunrise: A Hi story of the Russo-Japanese War, 1904-1905. New
York: Charter House, 1974.

Ai so, John. John Aiso and the M S: Japanese- Anerican
Soldiers in the Mlitary Intelligence Service, Wrld War 11.
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Ed. Tad Ichi nokuchi. Los Angel es: Sponsored by the Mlitary
Intelligence Service Club of Southern California, c1988.
p Aiso Library: General CGEN 355.3432 A299 1163 1988

I ntroduction % Biography % Canp Savage and Fort
Snelling Days % Action in the Pacific War %
Philippines and the War Crines Trial and Cki nawa %

Cccupation Duty in Japan % OQther, and Korea % In
C osi ng.

d. News articles

Coats, Bruce. “In a Japanese Garden.” National Geographic,
Nov 1989, p. 638.

Cobb, Jodi. “Ceisha.” National Geographic, Oct 1995, p. 99.

Dahl by, Tracy. “Japan’s Southern Gateway Kyushu.” Nati onal
Ceographic, Jan 1994, p. 88.

Fal | ows, Deborah. “Japanese Wnen.” National CGeographic,
Apr 1990, p. 52.

Funderburg, Lise. “Confort Wwnman.” The New York Ti nes Book
Revi ew, 31 Aug 1997, p. 14.

Brief review of novel by the sane title by Nora Ckja
Kel | er.
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ol dstein, Donald M “The Sun Also Sets.” The New York Ti nes
Book Review, p. 32.

Revi ew of Warriors of the Ri sing Sun by Robert Edgerton,
an account of the decline of the Japanese mlitary code
during the twentieth century. Author seeks to answer
the question of how barbarian atrocities in Wrld War |
wer e conducted by soldiers who drew their heritage from
the samurai tradition. Mlitary ethics (Bushido) becane
a matter of loyalty to the enperor only--not mlitary

| eaders, units or international law. “One lived and
died for the enperor and country only. No one was held
accountable for rape, nmurder or atrocities against
civilians. Peer pressure to commt barbaric deeds
overcanme reason.” As Bushido called for no surrender
there was no respect for Allied prisoners, for “by
Japanese standards they were dead.”

Kristof, Nicholas D. “Japan, Korea and 1597: A Year That
Lives in Infany.” New York Tines, 14 Sep 1997, A3.

Article reporting “the 400th anniversary of the Ear

Mound in Kyoto, Japan, a relic of the killing of Koreans
by Japanese warriors, [which] points up tensions that
still exist.”

Kristof, Nicholas D. “Nobuo Fujita, 85, |Is Dead; Only Foe to
Bonmb Anerica.” New York Tines, 3 Oct 1997, p. C20.

Detail ed obituary of Warrant O ficer Fujita who dropped
bonmbs on Oregon forests in 1945. The plane he flew was
| aunched froma 100 man submarine off the coast. M.
Fujita visited Oregon in 1962.

Kristof, Nicholas D. “Stain on American Troops Spreads Across
Japan.” New York Tines, 29 Cct 1995, p. A4.

Descri ption of groundswell devel oping in Japan agai nst
U S troops as a result of the Ckinawa rape of a young
girl by American servicenen.

Kristof, Nicholas D. *“A Japanese Ceneration Haunted by Its
Past.” New York Tines, 22 Jan 1997, p. Al

Part of the “Main Street, Japan” series. Article gives
accounts of World War Il veterans who, for nost of their
lives, have refrained fromtelling anyone of their war
experi ences.
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Kristof, Nicholas D. “Big Wlves Aren’t So Bad in Japan.”
New York Tines, 1 Dec 1996, p. 4-1.

Val ue shifts in the Japanese account of Little Red
Ri di ng Hood and the Big Wl f.

Kristof, Nicholas D. “Famly and Friendshi p Gui de Japanese
Voting.” New York Tines, 13 Cct 1996, p. Al.

“l always vote (says a 63-year-old snack peddler in the
town of Omya). | vote for the people ny friends tel
me to vote for.”

Kristof, Nicholas D. “For Rural Japanese, Death Doesn’t
Break Famly Ties.” New York Tines, 29 Sep 1996, p. Al.

Part of “Main Street, Japan” series. “Wuat is nost

stri king about the Japanese way of death is that there
is no stark, inpenetrable wall to divide the living from
t he dead.”

Kristof, Nicholas D. “Once Prized, Japan’s Elderly Feel
Di shonored and Fearful.” New York Tines, 4 Aug 1997, p. Al.

Part of the “Main Street, Japan” series. Describes
el derly care in Japan.

Kristof, Nicholas D. “Qutcast Status Wrsens Pain of Japan’s
Di sabled.” New York Tines, 7 April 1996, p. A3.

Treatnent of the disabled in Japan. An Anerican
Christian mssionary instilled a renewed desire to live
in a disabled man who now runs a center for the disabled
in the Tokyo area. Japan’s bias against the disabled

| eads sonme to bani shnment from general society.

Kristof, Nicholas D. “Sue Sumi, Witer, 95, Dies; Aly of
Japan’s Untouchables.” New York Tines, 23 Jun 1997, p. Al8.

Qobituary for woman who wrote a novel where the Burakum n
wer e heroes, rather than outcasts.

Kristof, Nicholas D. “Wlfare as Japan Knows It: A Famly
Affair.” New York Tinmes, 10 Sep 1996, p. Al.
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Kristof, Ni cholas D. “Japan Bars Censoring Atrocities in
Text books.” New York Tines, 30 Aug 1997, p. A3.

Suprene Court rulings in Japan which instruct the
government to refrain from censorship of schoo

t ext books. At issue are accounts and education
concerning the brutalities commtted by Japanese forces
in China, Korea and el sewhere in Wrld War Il. “Fierce
acri nony between Japan and ot her Asian countries” still
exi sts over the issue, as many Asian countries still

har bor resentnment “at Japanese brutality in Wrld War 11
and the perception that Japan has never confronted what
it has done.”

Kristof, Nicholas D. *“Shoichi Yokoi, 82, |Is Dead; Japan
Solider Hd 27 years.” New York Tines, 26 Sep 1997, p. C20.

Qbituary of soldier who lived in the forest of Guam for
27 years after the end of World War Il1. “He was the
epi tone of prewar values of diligence, loyalty to the
Enperor and ganbaru, a ubiquitous Japanese word t hat
roughly nmeans to slog on tenaciously through tough
tinmes.”

Pol | ack, Andrew. “Mineo Cku, Japanese Pioneer In Wnen' s
Rights, dies at 101.” New York Tines, 9 Jul 1997, p. Cl18.

bituary of one of Japan’s early canpaigners for wonen’s
rights.

Pol | ack, Andrew. *“Cki nawa Governor Takes On Both Japan and
US 7 New York Tines, 5 Cct 1995, p. A3.

Account of efforts to cut Anerican Forces in Oki nawa due
to purported rape of a 12-year-old girl on the island by
Ameri can servi cenmen.

Pol I ack, Andrew. “This Way to Peace of Mnd: 750 M| es and
88 Stops.” New York Tines, 20 March 1996, p. AG6.

Account of Japanese pilgrimages to the 88 tenples on the
trail of tears on Shi koku Island, south of Tokyo.

Reid, T.R *“The G eat Tokyo Fish Market Tsukiji.” National
Geogr aphic, Nov 1995, p. 38.
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Scott, Janny. “John W Hall, Hi storian of Japan, Dies at
81.” New York Tines, 24 Cct 1997, p. Al7.

Hi storian Hall shattered Wstern stereotypes about
Japan...”de-exoticizing” the study of that country. “To
de-exoticize anything is to bring it closer to us, to
elimnate the distance that we inmagi ne exists between
oursel ves and the object of our study.”

Smth, Patrick. “lnner Japan.” National Geographic, Sep
1994, p. 65.
WiDunn, Sheryl. “Dance Naked? Wy Not, It’s Cherry Bl ossom

Time.” New York Tines, 12 April 1996, p. A3.

Account of festivities which take place in Japan’s parks
during cherry bl ossomtine.
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Appendix: Japanese Religions

“Japanese religion is often used as a coverall termto
i ndi cate the anorphous, shared el enments of religious belief
and practice in Japan, where the ‘walls’ between religions
tend to be porous.”

-- HarperCollins Dictionary of Religion, page 555

“The roots of the Japanese world view can be traced to
several traditions. Shinto, the only indigenous religion of
Japan, provided the base. Confucianism from China, provided
concepts of hierarchy, loyalty, and the enperor as the son of
heaven. Taoism also from China, hel ped give order and
sanction to the system of governnent inplied in Shinto.
Buddhi sm brought with it not only its contenplative religious
aspects but also a devel oped culture of art and tenples,
whi ch had a considerable role in public life. Christianity
brought an infusion of Western ideas, particularly those
i nvol ving social justice and reform?”

-- Country Study, page 100.

l. Underlying World and Life Perspectives

1. Affirmation of the Natural World Japanese reli gi ons
tend to see the world as good, a place where spiritual
salvation may potentially take pl ace.

Kami school s of thought (kah-nee--
myt hol ogi cal , natural or human figures
wor shi pped wi thin Shinto thought [sim]lar
to G eek deities]; those sacred, pure and
powerful forces in a destructive as well as
creative sense) focus on this world, often
being identified with specific natural
si ght s.

Even in Japanese Buddhism the center of interest can be

this world. Mandalas ( MAHN- duh-1uhs) picture the physica
and spiritual world in concrete ternms. The world, though in

a state of decline (mappo: mahp-poh--era of degeneration) is
still seen as redeenabl e.
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2. Fluidity of Divine and Human Status

The |ines between human and di vi ne becone hard to
differentiate in Japanese religions. Humans can actively
participate in the divine. Kam belief viewed nenbers of the
inperial famly as “manifest kam .” Sone individuals (often
the founders of new religi ous novenents) are viewed by
t hensel ves or others as “living kam ”.

For exanple, during WNVII, Japan consi dered Enperor
Hirohito so divine that he becane the object of worship.

Wthin Pure Land Buddhi sm sone individuals becane

under st ood as human incarnations of Bodhisattvas (boh-dee-
SAHT- vah- - enl i ght ened bei ngs.)

3. Importance of Social

Collective In common with Chinese
school s of thought, Japanese
religions enphasi ze a collective
rather than individual faith. In
prehi story and anci ent Japan, the
kam of extended cl ans becane the
basis for social, political and
econom ¢ alliances.

The famly--both |living and dead--becanme the focus.
Before WWI1, the enperor was a conbi nati on of the pope and
God. Afterward, due to Allied policies, the enperor took on
the role of representative father for the national famly.

4. Emphasis on Local Schools of Thought The focus of
religions in Japan is |local or regional. National, al
enconpassi ng religious bureaucracies are of secondary

i nportance. Common worship sites are at hone near a Shinto
altar, in a recessed Buddhi st nenorial shrine, or at

gr avesi des.

140



Unit 12c: Country Area Studies--Japan

5. Syncretistic “...npst Japanese adhere to a sort of folk
religion that m xes Buddhi sm and Shintoism..

[ They] turn to Buddhismmainly at tinmes of death
Shintoismis nore evident in [birth], marriages and daily
life...[This} Japanese tendency to m x religions sonetines
puzzl es Westerners, sone of whom who have trouble seeing how
one can believe in nore than one faith at a tinme.” (N cholas
Kristof, “In the Conputer Age, Fox Devils Still Prow ,” New
York Tines, 15 OCT 1995, pages Al, 8.)

“The Japanese world viewis eclectic, contrasting with a
Western view in which religion is exclusive and defines one’s
identity...a Japanese who is ill may simultaneously or
sequentially seek the assistance of a nedical doctor, obtain
medi cation froma person trained in the Chinese herbal
tradition, and visit a |ocal shrine.

Each of these actions is based on a different belief in
causation of the illness: the physician may say that the
illness is due to a bacterial infection; the herbali st
regards the body as being out of bal ance; and the basis of
the shrine visit is the belief that the m nd nust be cleansed
to heal the body.” (Country Study, p. 99.)

Il. Shinto Thought

—————— Shintoism (shin-toh--way of the kani
o [kah-mee--divinities, divine
FEEM———————_  presence] ) energed gradual |y out of
nmyt hs, beliefs and rituals of
prehi storic Japan. The texts Kojiki,
Nihonshoki and Man'yvoshu record the “age
of the gods.” Though inportant, these
books are not scripture in the sense
Christians, Miuslins or Hi ndus understand
their holy witings.

Shinto practice was solely at the |local |evel until
Buddhi st and Chinese religions cane into Japan. It then
becane nore institutionalized and codified in reaction and
relation to Buddhi st and Chi nese thought.
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At the heart of Shinto belief and practice is the
worship of kam. This termrefers to what is “sacred, pure
or powerful” and is expressed in different forns--nythol ogy;
forces of creation and nature (sacred nountains, waterfalls,
rivers, trees, and boul ders); enperors (manifest kam); and
even powerful human bei ngs.

Tama (tah-mah) define the animating spirits of kam,
peopl e or even a place. Tama has two fornms--the active and
rough or gentle and harnoni zi ng.

presence of a Kam (kotoage--koh-toh-ah-
gay, seeking to invoke the magi cal power
of words), was an early Shinto practice.
Kotodama (koh-toh-dah-mah) is the belief,
fromancient tinmes, that beautiful words,
correctly intoned, in and of thenselves
contai ned spiritual power. Prayers,

-y D
spells, charnms and popul ar songs can
express kot odana. ﬁl

The act of bold speech in the ji‘j

In earliest times, Shinto rituals, associated with
seasons and grow h, occurred in natural surroundings. Later,
wooden shrines housed cerenonies for Kam worship.

Though originally resisting Buddhist influence in the
seventh century, Shinto practice gradually intertwined with
Buddhi st and Taoi st thought, with Shinto shrines and Buddhi st
tenpl es often being built adjacent to each ot her.

In 1868, the Meiji Restoration, influenced by the German
| nperial system “restored” the enperor to rule (in place of
mlitary rulers or shoguns), and forcibly separated Shinto
practice from Buddhi sm

In 1945, victorious Allied forces sawto it that Japan

renounced the divinity of her enperor and ended state
recognition of Shintoism
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lll. Historical Overview

1. Early Historical Japan 1n the
eighth century (CE), three works,

comm ssioned by the Central Governnent,
i naugur ated the begi nnings of witten
hi story.

The Kojiki (koh-j ee-kee--"Record of Ancient Matters” 712
CE) gave literary formto oral nyths and | egends. The
Nihonshoki (nee-hohn-shoh- kee--*Chronicle of Japan,” CE
720) was an inperial chronicle, along Chinese |ines,
describing times of creation up to the |late seventh century.
The Man’yoshu ( mahn-yoh-shoo--"Col | ecti on of Ten Thousand
Leaves”) was a poetic collection of over forty-five hundred
ver ses.

These texts concentrate on the religious beliefs and
practices of ancient Japan’s elite groups. The inperial court
is seen to descend directly from Amaterasu Omikami [ ah- mah-

t eh-rah-soo oh-nee-kah-nee--the central [female] deity in
Shinto, associated with the sun and thought to be the founder
of the inperial line]. The ujigami [ 00-jee-gah-nee--the kam
from whi ch Japanese cl ans were thought to have descended,
many bei ng guardi ans of | ocal areas] is the clan that energed
as the inperial clan. (See p. 559, HarperCollins D ctionary
of Religion.)

2. Chinese Script

é The introduction of Chinese script
opened Japan to the world of ideas,
] i ncluding clainms and principles of
. Buddhi sm Confuci ani sm and Taoi sm Prince

) Shotoku (shoh-toh-koo, 574-622)
recogni zed China’s cultural prestige. He
saw Buddhism s ability to invigorate

Japan’s culture and hel ped forma
uni fying religious/political system

Buddhi st texts were first brought into Japan when Prince
Shot oku sent an envoy to China during the Sui Dynasty (589-
617.) “By sending an envoy...Japan nmade its first attenpt to
gain a true understandi ng of Buddhist ideas. After this
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initial contact, many fervent priests endured great hardship
to go to China and study religion.” (“Kukai and Saicho,” The
East, VOL 32, No. 4, p. 51.)

Eventual Iy, Prince Shotoku sought to nake Buddhi sm a
national faith--unifying the nation and strengtheni ng her
i nperial power by utilizing Confucian, Buddhist and Taoi st
i deas/ val ues along wth national nyths. Under Shotoku, the
gover nnment sought control of religious schools of thought and
organi zed them under court supervision.

Some saw Prince Shotoku as an .i
i ncarnation of Kannon (kahn-nohn--the
Bodhi sattva who exerci ses the profoundest
conpassi on) or Sakyamuni ( SAHK-yah- nuhn- ee- a
-one of the nanes of the historical Buddha)

or as a reborn Chinese naster Hui-ssu

(hway- suh--a northern Chinese Buddhi st nonk
[ 515-577] known for his neditation
abilities.)

3. The Heian Age (hay-ahn, 795-1185) Two new school s
energed at the end of the ninth century--Tendai and Shi ngon.
Tendai (tayn-dah-ee), founded by Saicho (sah-ee-choh--767-

822), and Shingdon (shi n-gohn) founded by Kukai (koo-kah-ee--
774-835), encouraged fusion of Kam and Buddhi st practice.

Kukai traveled to China as a nenber of a Japanese
del egation to the Tang Dynasty. Under the nentorship of Hui-
kuo, one of the highest ranking Chinese nonks, Kukai achieved
the rank of eighth degree master instructor of orthodox
esoteric (spiritual meani ng existing beyond words, actions, or
| ogi ¢c) Buddhi sm

Sai cho, a well respected nonk in the
days of Kukai, was called upon by the
Enperor to eval uate Shi ngdon teaching.

“Sai cho exam ned the scriptures and
religious objects that Kukai had brought
back [from China], and realized...[Kukai’s
sur passi ng] know edge and under st andi ng of
Chi nese Buddhism He advi sed the Enperor
to officially recogni ze Kukai.”
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Sai cho and Kukai soon becane close friends. Their
rel ationship faltered, however, “when Kukai refused to | end
out the Hannya-rishu-kyo sutra, which was one of the nost
inportant texts of esoteric Buddhism..Saicho term nated
their friendship and devoted the rest of his life to
devel opi ng the Tendai [school of thought.] (“Kukai and
Sai cho,” p. 53.)

Esoteric Buddhismrealizes the limts of

| anguage and | ogic. Nonverbal neans of
conmmuni cati ng becone i nportant.

Trut h beconmes ineffable...unknowable to the
ordi nary human. “The insol vabl e nystery of
t he Buddha' s three attributes is called
sanm tsu, or the Three Secrets of * “
(“Kukai and Saicho,” p. 55.)

The followng rites enabled the faithful to realize
samm tsu (enlightennent).

Enmpl oyi ng Goma (fire rituals). The
goma fires enable cl oser presence of )
deities. Sammtsu can cone to those
performng the goma rite. (See *Kukai

and Saicho,” p. 55.)

Utilizing Mudra(MOCOD-rah), synbolic hand gestures.
Practicing Yoga (YOHguh). These acts of neditation,
concentration and asceticism as well as bodily
exerci ses involving the control of breath and ot her
novenents, constitute yoga.

Chanti ng Mantras (MAHN-truhs). Such neditationa
devices are often a sequence of sounds made power ful
by a spiritual |eader (guru). The nost fanmpus mantra
is “OM” which returns back to the source of
creation.

Drawi ng Mandalas ( MAHN- duh-1 uhs). These el aborate
geonetric designs provide an ordered, patterned,

di splay of the many | evels of sacred presence in the
wor | d.
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The mandal a synbol i zes t he
divine world. For the enlightened,
it becones a synbol of the universe.
(See “Kukai and Saicho,” p. 55.)

View ng Statues of Deities.

The belief in goryo (goh-ryoh--evil instilling spirits
of the dead who sonetines caused natural disasters or
inflicted illness and death upon the living) also arose in

t he Hei an Age.

Rituals to pacify these spirits
devel oped. As the present age
degenerated nore and nore (mappo), one’s
own individual effort was no | onger able
to achi eve salvation. The need for help,
t hrough ot hers (Bodhi sattvas), becane
necessary.

4. The Kamakura Period (kah- mah- koo-rah--1192- 1333)
Sinple acts of faith with an acconpanyi ng openi ng of
sal vation to ordinary people characterized the Kamakura

period. Practices such as the nembutsu (nem boo-tsoo--
reciting the nane of the Am tabha Buddha); nembutsu odori (oh-

doh-ree--joyful dance while chanting nenbutsu); and ofuda
(prayer strips) becane popul ar.

Si x Japanese Buddhi st schools of religious practice al
arose during the Kanmakura age. WMst enphasized faith and the
choosing of a single neans to express that faith. These
school s appeal ed to the common masses of Japanese peopl e.

a. Jodoshu The Jodoshu (j oh-doh-shoo--Pure Land)

school followed the teachings of Honen (hoh-nen--1133-1212).
For ordinary people, the recitation of the nenbutsu is the
only practice necessary for salvation.
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b. Jodo Shinshu The Jodo Shinshu (j oh-doh shi n-shoo- -

True Pure Land) trend of thought was founded by Shinran
(shin-rahn--1173-1262).

The nonk Shinran marri ed,
establishing a hereditary structure to
Jodo Shinshu | eadership. He stressed
reliance upon the power of Am da Buddha
as the salvation source, with faith
being a gift of Amda. Faith alone
ef fected sal vation. Pure Land teachings
applied to all, no matter how corrupt.
Today, the Jodo Shinshu school has nore
adherents than any other Japanese
Buddhi st practice.

c. Jishu (j ee-shoo) This Japanese Buddhi st practice
fol | owed Ippen’s t hought (eep-pen--1239-1289). | ppen received
a revelation in 1274. Amulets (charns used to ward off evi
spirits) established a |inkage between believers and Buddha,
guaranteeing salvation to the individual. An ascetic
nmonastic community and lay foll owers devel oped.

d. Rinzai Rinzai Zen (rin-sah-nee) nost |ikely came from
Eisai (ay-ee-sah-ee--1141-1215.) Sudden enlightennment w thin

everyday |ife becane possible. Koans--short, pithy sayings,
poens and riddl es--becane neans to enlightennment. Dr. D.T.
Suzuki (1870-1966) did nuch to spread Zen teachings in the
Vst .

e. Soto Zen Soto Zen (soh-toh) adheres to the teachings

of Dogen (doh-gen--1200-1253), a Japanese religious figure
who traveled to China, received enlightennent, and cane back
to Japan to spread his views. Many consider Dogen a

Bodhi sattva. Distinct Soto Zen thought advocates seated
medi tation, gradual enlightennent, sinple funeral rights and
the practice wherein Zen tenpl es becane pl aces of earnest
study of Chinese classics and neo- Confuci an t hought.
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f. Nichiren Nichiren (nee-chee-ren--1222-1282) posited
that the Lotus Sutra (Mahayana scripture dating fromthe
first century) was the only teaching which would lead to
salvation. This text becane the object of veneration.
Eventually Nichiren's thought (a sort of mlitant
fundanental i sm becane the basis for the Soka Gakkai new
religious novenent.

5. Tokugawa Period (TOH koo- gah- wah- - 1600- 1867)
Advocating the destruction of the institutional base of

Tendai and Shi ngon school s, Tokugawa shoguns (shoh-guhn- -
inperial mlitary title assunmed by |eaders of mlitary
governnents in the Tokugawa period) pushed for a
reorgani zati on of society/val ues al ong Confucian |ines.

In order to get rid of Christianity,
all peoples were required to register with
Buddhi st tenples. These |eaders
enphasi zed the five rel ations of
Confucianism with ultimate |oyalty being
to the shogun or highest national
authority.

During this period a restoration novenent occurred anong
Shintoists as well. Leaders sought a return to pure Japanese
religiosity--the Shinto faith--and acconpanyi ng nati vi st
tradition. dd texts received new popularity. A new
national i smfl ourished.

6.“AEUI (may-j ee--1868-1912, Restoration of the Enperor)
During the Meiji period, inperial rule returned.
Moder ni zati on occurred. Buddhist and Shinto practice becane
distinct. (See HarperCollins Dictionary of Religion,

p. 564.)

7. Selected New Religions In the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries, many new religions arose reinterpreting Buddhi st
or Shinto practice. Oten, a charismatic founder established
the new trend of thought. New revel ations, fornms of worship,
and objects of veneration becane commonpl ace.
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Many new faiths offered personal healing or individual
counsel. They advocated a conbi nation of beliefs--Buddhist,
Taoi sm Shinto, folk practice and Christianity. The
i ndi vi dual becane the focus of the faith appeal, foll owed by
a pattern wherein the particular faith could be inherited
fromothers

a. Tenrikyo (ten-ri-kyor--religion of heavenly truth)
Nakayama M ki (1798-1887), a faith healer, founded this
movenent after she was possessed by a spirit identified as
the creator of humankind. Nakayama’s revelations formthe
basis of the Tenri kyo creed. Adherents are encouraged to
live cheerful lives of service for others while purifying
t henmsel ves of di sharnoni ous bad t houghts.

b. Soka Gakkai (soh-ka gak-kai--Val ue creation society)
Maki guchi Tsunesaburo (1871-1944) founded this new religion
in 1928. Oiginally designed as an educational society, it
is now Japan’s |l argest new religious novenent. Distinct
traits include:

Aggr essi ve prosel ytism

A state based on Buddhi st principles follow ng the
Koneito cl ean governnent political party.

Ni chiren hinself beconmes the source of salvation for
this present world.

The “Namu Myoho Renge Kyo” (hail to the wonderful |aw
of the lotus) prayer, which venerates the Lotus

Sutra, is seen to capture the essence of Buddhi st
power .

Chanting the “Nanu...” before the Gohonzon (scrol
depicting Nichiren's sacred calligraphy) inproves
one’s life, brings happiness and | eads to devel opnent
of a better society.

c. Kurozumikyo (ku-ro-zu-nmee-kyor)
In 1814 the founder, Kurozum ,k prayed to
the sun deity Amaterasu after
experiencing personal illness and the
death of his parents. Kurozum
experienced a revelation that the human
and divine were one. Amaterasu becane
the guiding spirit of the universe.
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d. Oomoto (oor-noh-toh) This new religion stens from
revel ations received by an illiterate peasant woman Deguch
Nao. According to followers, Deguchi “acquired...healing and
divinatory powers and recorded, in automatic witings” the
teachings of the deity Ushitora.

In the 1920s, Oonoto nenbership was in the mllions.
Suppressed by the governnent in the 1920s - 30s, it
reorgani zed in 1945, though at a loss of its former
popul arity. “It continues to preach religious tolerance, to
foster ecunenical worship, and to assert the val ue of
artistic expression as a spiritual practice.” (HarperCollins
Dictionary of Religion, p. 814.)

e. Mahikari (ma-hi-KA-ree) Okada Kotama founded this new
religion in 1959. A newdivinity, SU revealed to Ckada that
Japan was the center of an originally benevol ent universe.
This world becanme polluted. Through Okada s offerings, SU
returned to restore the universe. Spirit possession--either
by unhappy ancestral or animal spirits--is the cause of world
probl enms. To banish evil spirits, adherents seek SU s power-
-whi ch can be expressed in blessed charns. Beliefs include
spiritual healing, mracles, and divine control over life
events.

f. Aum Shinrikyo (oh-mo shin-ree-kyoh--"Auni derives
fromthe Sanskrit “om” “shinrikyo” being translated as
“suprene truth”) This novenent, founded by Chizuo Matsunat o,
gai ned notoriety for the recent nerve gas attack in Tokyo.

After becom ng enlightened while in the
H mal ayas in 1986, Chizuo Mat sunoto changed his
name to Asahara. He established a neditative
and ascetic practice based on H ndu and
Buddhi st thought, w th Japanese and Western
el ements. Ashara encourages his followers to
intensify their spiritual energy to counteract
evil forces and avert catastrophes predicted
for the end of the 1990s.
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Prosecution of the Aum Shinrikyo | eader Shoko Asahara
and other cult |eaders continued in 1996.

g. Reiyukai (rei-yoo-kai) This new religion devel oped
in the 1920s in Tokyo. Eventually, Kotaini Kim, the
charismatic wife of one of the founders, becane a main
proponent of the new religion. Teachings include the value
of the Lotus Sutra and inportance of venerating one’s
ancestors. Problens are seen as the result of one's
shortcom ngs. Respect for ancestors, elders and seniors is
necessary. The duty of a wife to honor and obey her husband
is essential.

h. Rissho Koseikai (ri-shor kor-say-kai) 1In 1938, this
religion seceded from Reiyukai. Conprised of sone 2 mllion
menbers, it takes its nanme from N chiren’s treatise of 1260
advocating “true Buddhismto establish peace in Japan...”

~\

k\ Adherents devel op their own
enlightenment in fellowship with
ot hers. Discussion groups focus on
personal problens and issues, faith,
and advice on how to keep these in line
wi th Buddhi st principles. R ssho
\ Kosei kai seeks worl d peace, and
mai ntai ns an active peace foundati on.

I. Christian groups

“Christianity was introduced in the sixteenth century by
Port uguese and Spani sh Roman Cat holic m ssionaries, but,
because it was associated with Western inperialismand
considered a threat to Japanese political control, it was
banned fromthe m d-seventeenth century to the m d-nineteenth
century. Wth the reopening of Japan in the m d-1850s,
m ssi onaries again arrived.

Wil e fewer than 900, 000 peopl e consi dered thensel ves
Christian in the late 1980s, Christianity was respected for
its contributions to society, particularly in education and
social action [antiprostitution, antisal oon, |abor novenent].
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In the |ate 1980s, about 64 percent of all Christians
bel onged to Protestant churches, about 32 percent to the
Roman Cat holic Church, and about 4 percent to other Christian
denom nations.” (Country Study, p. 106.)

(1) Kakure Kirishitan (kah- koo-ray kee-ree-shi-tahn)
These Christians trace their heritage to believers renaining
in Japan after Tokugawa persecutions in the seventeenth
century. Until the md-nineteenth century, they often
practiced their faith secretly.

(2) Mu-Kyokai (nmoo-kyoh-kai --no-
church) Popul ar anong col | ege students
and intellectuals, this Christian
nmovenent began around the turn of the
century. It rejects denom nations and
institutions, focusing instead on Bible
studi es, personal experience and hard
wor K.

Mu- Kyokai advocates a distinct Japanese Christianity,
free fromforeign structures. Uchimura Kanzo (o0o0-chee-noo-
rah kahn-soh, 1861-1930), a prom nent Japanese Christian
educator/witer, helped found the novenent.

(3) Kyodan, Nihon Kirisuto (kyoh-dahn, nee-hon kee-ree-
soo-toh--Japan Christian Church) This united group of nost
Protestant denom nations is the |largest such association in
Japan. It was established during WVII.

“Get rid of your old baggage.”
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Vocabulary List: Japan

Amaterasu Omikami  (ah- mah-t ehr-ah- soo OOOH nmee- khah-
mee) CGoddess of the sun in Shinto nmythology. Ruling
enperors of Japan trace their ancestry back to this
deity.

Aum Shinrikyo (oh-moo shin-ree-kyoh) “Auni derives from
the Sanskrit “om” “shinrikyo” being translated as
“suprene truth” This novenent, founded by Chizuo
Mat sumat o, gained notoriety for the recent nerve gas
attack in Tokyo. After becom ng enlightened while in
the H mal ayas in 1986, Chizuo Matsunoto changed his nanme
to Asahara. He established a neditative and ascetic
practice based on Hi ndu and Buddhi st thought, wth
Japanese and Western el enents. Ashara encourages his
followers to intensify their spiritual energy to
counteract evil forces and avert catastrophes predicted
for the end of the 1990s.

Bunka-no-hi (BOON- kah- noh- HEE, Cul ture Day) Japanese Day
to honor contributions to the arts and sciences.
Oiginally celebrated as birthday of Enperor Meiji, who
ruled from 1868-1912

Burakumin (buh-rah- kuh-ni hn) Descendants of feudal Japan
era "outcasts" who practiced "uncl ean" professions such
as butchering and undert aki ng.

Bushido (buh- SHEE-doh) The way of the warrior (sanurai), a
termapplied to the principles of Ioyalty and honor; a
code of stoic endurance, scorn of danger and deat h,
religious worship of country and sovereign, and proper
social relationships; an aesthetic life-style.

Edo (eh-DoH) Oiginal name for Tokyo (from 1180-1868)

whi ch neans “river gate”. Edo becane Japan’s official
capital around 1600 when the Tokugawa Shogunate | ocated
t here.
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Freeing of Insects Traditional Japanese rural festival
| nsects purchased on 28 May, kept in cages, and make
songs during the summer nonths, are freed. GCccurs in
public parks, tenples or shrines.

Goma Fire rituals where deities come closer to adherents
i n Japanese Buddhi st thought and practice.

C30ryt) (goh-ryoh) I n Japanese Buddhi st practice, evil

instilling spirits of the dead who soneti nes cause
natural disasters or inflict illness and death upon the
l'iving.

Hanami (Hah- nah- MEE) Japanese appreci ation of cherry
bl ossons. People go to parks for picnics, ganes,
stories and dance.

Iilgeuw (HEE- gahn) Buddhi st observance | ooking to “the other
shore” (higan). Japanese cel ebrate nove fromworld of
suffering to world of enlightenment. Adherents renenber
dead, visit and clean graves, recite texts and prayers.

Hiroshima (HEE- r o0- shee-mah) Japanese city | ocated on the
sout hwestern island of Honshu. Was a strategic mlitary
site until its near destruction by the first atom c bonb
on August 6, 1945.

Hui-SSu (hway-suh) A northern Chinese Buddhist nonk [515-
577] known for his neditation abilities.

JIShLJ(jee-shoo) Japanese Buddhi st practice which foll owed
| ppen’ s thought (eep-pen--1239-1289). |ppen received a
revelation in 1274. Amulets (charns used to ward off
evil spirits) established a |inkage between believers
and Buddha, guaranteeing salvation to the individual.
An ascetic nonastic community and lay followers
devel oped.

154



Unit 12c: Country Area Studies--Japan

Jodo Shinshu (joh-doh shin-shoo) True Pure Land trend of

t hought founded by Shinran (shin-rahn--1173-1262.) The
nmonk Shinran married, establishing a hereditary
structure to Jodo Shinshu | eadership. He stressed
reliance upon the power of Am da Buddha as the sal vation
source, with faith being a gift of Amda. Faith alone
ef fected sal vati on.

Jodoshu (joh-doh-shoo) Pure Land Japanese school or
Buddhi st practice which followed the teachings of
Honeen (hoh-nen--1133-1212.) For ordinary people, the
recitation of the nenbutsu is the only practice
necessary for sal vation.

Kakure Kirishitan (kah-koo-ray kee-ree-shi-tahn) These
Japanese Christians trace their heritage to believers
remai ning in Japan after Tokugawa persecutions in the
seventeenth century. Until the md-nineteenth century,
they often practiced their faith secretly.

Kamil School s of thought (kah-nee--nythol ogical, natural or
human fi gures worshi pped within Shinto thought [sim]lar
to G eek deities]; those sacred, pure and powerful
forces in a destructive as well as creative sense) which
focuses on this world, often being identified with
specific natural sights.

Kannon (kahn-nohn) The Japanese Buddhi st Bodhi sattva who
exerci ses the profoundest conpassion

Keiro-no-hi (KAY- ee- ROOOH noh- HEE) Nati onal hol i day
honoring the el derly.

Koans short, pithy sayings, poens and riddl es which becone
means to enlightennment. Dr. D.T. Suzuki (1870-1966) did
much to spread Zen teachings in the Wst.

Kodomo-no-Hi (koh-doh- noh- NOH hee) National holiday for
boys and girls. Famly picnics occur, househol ds
with boys fly streanmers with carp fish. Carp
represent strength, courage and determ nation as they
SW m upstream
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K(UIkI (koh-j ee-kee) The “Record of Ancient Matters,” the
ol dest historical record of Japan. Covers the period
fromthe age of gods (beginning of tine) to the rule of
Enpress Sui ko (593-628). First section is a holy book
in Shinto and includes the nmyths of how the gods founded
Japan.

KOtoage(koh-toh- ah-gay) Act of bold speech in presence of
kam , seeking to invoke the magi cal power of words, an
early Shinto practice

Kotodama (koh-toh-dah-nmah) Belief, from ancient Japanese
tinmes, that beautiful words, correctly intoned, in and
of thensel ves contained spiritual power.

KLH(aI(I«I}kah-ee, 774-835) “Father of Japanese cul ture”,
al so known as Kobo Dai shi. Founded the Shingon or “True
Word” school of Buddhism Al so renenbered as a
travel er, poet, artist, and the conpiler of the first
Japanese dictionary.

Kurozumlkyo (ku-ro-zu-nee-kyor) Japanese new religion
based upon founder, Kurozum , who in 1814 prayed to the
sun deity Amaterasu after experiencing personal illness
and the death of his parents. Kurozum experienced a
revel ation that the human and di vi ne were one.

Amat erasu becane the guiding spirit of the universe.

Kyodan, Nihon Kirisuto (kyoh-dahn, nee-hon kee-ree-soo-
toh) Japan Christian Church. This united group of nost
Prot estant denomi nations is the | argest such association
in Japan. It was established during WWVII.

Mahikari (ma-hi-KA-ree) Okada Kotana founded this new
Japanese religion in 1959. A newdivinity, SU, revealed
to Okada that Japan was the center of an originally
benevol ent universe. This world becane pol | uted.
Through Okada’s offerings, SU returned to restore the
uni verse. Spirit possession--either by unhappy
ancestral or animal spirits--is the cause of world
problens. To banish evil spirits, adherents seek SU s
power - -whi ch can be expressed in bl essed charns.
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Man’yoshu (mahn-yoh-shoo--* Col | ection of Ten Thousand
Leaves’) An early poetic Japanese col |l ection of over
forty-five hundred verses.

Mandalas (MAHN-duh-1uhs) Pictures of the physical and
spiritual world in concrete terns.

Mantras (MAHN-truhs) Meditational devices, often a
sequence of sounds nade powerful by a spiritual |eader
(guru), the nost fanous being “OM”

hﬂaLH)O (mahp- poh) Era of degeneration, termdescribing this
present age in Japanese Buddhi sm

Meljl Restoration (neh-ee-jee) Period of reformand
uni fication in Japan begun by the signing of the Harris
Treaty in 1858 by the Tokugawa Shogunate. Treaty opened
Japanese ports to foreigners. A series of protests and
political acts ensued which caused an end to the
Shogunat e and 800 years of mlitaristic rule.

Mu-Kyokai (rmoo- kyoh- kai - -no-church) Popul ar anpng
col |l ege students and intellectuals, this Japanese
Christian nmovenent began around the turn of the century.
It rejects denom nations and institutions, focusing
i nstead on Bi bl e studies, personal experience and hard
wor k. M- Kyokai advocates a distinct Japanese
Christianity, free fromforeign structures.

hﬂucira.(wooo-rah) Synbol i ¢ hand gestures, assisting
devot ees to achi eve cl oseness with deities.

Nembutsu (nem boo-tsoo) Reciting the nane of the
Am t abha Buddha.

Nembutsu odori (oh-doh-ree) Joyful dance while chanting
t he nenbut su
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Nichiren (nee-chee-ren--1222-1282) Posited that the Lotus
Sutra (Mahayana scripture dating fromthe first century)
was the only teaching which would | ead to sal vation
This text becane the object of veneration.

Nihonshoki (nee-hohn-shoh-kee-- Chronicle of Japan,
C.E. 720) An early inperial Japanese chronicle, along
Chi nese lines, describing tinmes of creation up to the
| ate seventh century.

Noh drama (noh) Tragic drama. Full of style and i magery,
proceedi ng at a slow pace. Lead characters wear wooden
masks and every perfornmer is male. Begun in the
fourteenth century, there are now only about 250 pl ays
per f or med.

Obon Festival (ocoo+bohn)  Also called festival of dead,
Japanese Buddhi st belief that dead revisited the earth.
Climax is Bon-Odori (Dance of Rejoicing), folk dances
whi ch confort the souls of the dead by the |ight of
paper | anterns

Ofuda (prayer strips) popular in some Japanese Buddhi st
practice

Oomoto (oor-noh-toh) New Japanese religion which stens
fromrevelations received by an illiterate peasant wonman
Deguchi Nao. According to followers, Deguch
“acquired...healing and divinatory powers and recorded,
in automatic witings” the teachings of the deity
Ushitora. 1In the 1920s, Oonoto nenbership was in the
mllions. Suppressed by the government in the 1920s -
30s, it reorganized in 1945, though at a loss of its
former popularity.

Re|yuka| (rei-yoo-kai) This new Japanese religion devel oped
in the 1920s in Tokyo. Eventually, Kotaini Kim, the
charismatic wife of one of the founders, becane a main
proponent of the new religion.
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Rinzai Zen (rin-sah-nee) Most likely came from Eisai (ay- ee-
sah-ee--1141-1215.) Sudden enlightennment within
everyday |ife becane possible.

Rissho Koseikai (ri-shor kor-say-kai) In 1938, this new
Japanese religion seceded from Rei yukai. Conprised of
sone 2 mllion nmenbers, it takes its name from
Nichiren's treatise of 1260 advocating “true Buddhismto
establish peace in Japan...”

Sammitsu Japanese term neani ng enl i ght ennment

Seppuku ( SEP- puh-koo) Form of ritual suicide caused by
sel f - di senmbowel ment due to the belief of the soul being
in the mdsection. Begun in the eleventh century and
common until the last century, seppuku was initiated as
capital punishnent, to avoid capture, to follow a
deceased lord in death, or to protest the orders of
superi ors.

Shingdon (shin-gohn) An early Japanese Buddhi st practice

founded by Kukai (koo-kah-ee--774-835) encouraging a
fusion of Kam and Buddhi st practice.

Shintoism (shin-toh--way of the kani [kah-nee--divinities,
di vi ne presence]) Japanese traditional belief system
whi ch enmerged gradually out of nyths, beliefs and
rituals of prehistoric Japan. The texts Kojiki,
Nihonshoki and Man'yoshu record the ‘age of the gods.’

Shogun (shoh-guhn) Inperial mlitary title assunmed by
| eaders of mlitary governnments in the Tokugawa peri od

Soka Gakkai (soh-ka gak-kai) “Value creation society”
Maki guchi Tsunesaburo (1871-1944) founded this new
Japanese religion in 1928. Oiginally designed as an
educational society, it is now Japan’'s |argest new
religious novenent.
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Soto Zen (soh-toh) Adheres to the teachings of Dogen (doh-
gen--1200-1253), a Japanese religious figure who
travel ed to China, received enlightennent, and canme back
to Japan to spread his views. Many consider Dogen a
Bodhi sattva. Distinct Soto Zen thought advocates seated
medi tation, gradual enlightennent, sinple funeral rights
and the practice wherein Zen tenpl es becane pl aces of
earnest study of Chinese classics and neo- Confuci an
t hought .

Sumo wrestling (soo-MOOOH) National sport begun 2000
years ago, perfected in the seventeenth century.
Westlers wear only a mawashi and try to force one
anot her out of a ring. Westlers are ranked on a scale
call ed the banzuke and are usually chosen from poor
famlies to be raised into the higher suno cl ass.

Wei ght classes vary from 250-500 pounds.

Tama (tah-mah) Define the animating spirits of kami, people
or even a place.

Tendai (tayn-dah-ee) An early Japanese Buddhi st practice
founded by Saicho (sah-ee-choh--767-822)

'Terw1kyo (ten-ri-kyor) “Religion of heavenly truth”
Japanese religionist Nakayama M ki (1798-1887), a faith
heal er, founded this novenent after she was possessed by
a spirit identified as the creator of humanki nd.
Nakayama’s revel ations formthe basis of the Tenrikyo
creed. Adherents are encouraged to |live cheerful lives
of service for others while purifying thensel ves of
di shar noni ous bad t houghts.

Ujigami (oo-j ee-gah-nmee) the kam from which Japanese clans
wer e thought to have descended, many bei ng guardi ans of
| ocal areas.
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Urabon (oohr -ah-bohn, [Oban]) Buddhist religious holiday
derived froma Sanskrit word nmeaning “All Saints’ Day.”
Grave sites are cleaned, decorated and | aden with
of ferings. Proceedings prepare for the return of dead
spirits to the homes where they were born. On the | ast
day, farewell fires are set to send the spirits away.

Yoga (YOH guh) Acts of neditation, concentration and
asceticism as well as bodily exercises involving the
control of breath and ot her novenents, enabling
adherents to achieve cl oseness with Japanese deiti es.
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Review Quiz: Japan

Part 1--Multiple Choice piace the
letter of the nbst correct answer in the
bl ank provi ded.

1. I n cormon Japanese religious activity, life cycle
events (births and weddi ngs) often draw upon
practice.

a. Buddhi st

b. Taoi st

c. Shinto
2 priests nost often perform Japanese

funeral rites.

a. Buddhi st
b. Taoi st
c. Shinto
3. Donestic viol ence agai nst Japanese wonen often goes

unreported due to

a. harsh punishnments inflicted by police.

b. cultural concerns about shamng one’s famly and
reput ation.

c. popularity of the Sanurai spirit.

4. The 1993 public apol ogy by the Japanese prine

m ni ster acknow edged

a. brutal handling by Japanese guards of Allied
prisoners in WVII POW canps.

b. full responsibility for 1932-1945 abuses of “confort
worren” by Japanese troops.

c. “spirit of samurai” practice.
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5
was esta
and
a.
b.
X.
6.
is
a.
b.
C.
7.
t he dead
a.
b.
C.
8.
a.
b.
C.
9.

The Japanese governnent - sponsored Asi an Wnen' s Fund
blished in 1995 to conpensate former confort wonen

hel p i nprove the status of wonen and girls throughout
Asi a.

support the Anmerican National Organization of Wnen.

address sexual harassnent issues in the Japanese
wor kpl ace.

The Japanese national holiday honoring the elderly

Kei r o- no- hi .

Cobon.

Hanam .

The bon Festival cel ebrates a Buddhi st belief that

remain forever in their stupas.

revisit the earth

need physical and spiritual sustenance in the
afterlife.

The nost significant Japanese holidays are

Kodono- no-H and Kei r o- no- hi .

New Years and Cbon.

Hanam and Bunka-no-hi (Cul ture Day).

According to Gestures by Roger Axtell, sonme Japanese

peopl e wear white gauze masks in public because

they can’t stand polluted, urban air.
the style is appreciated by many of the m ddl e aged.
they do not want to pass al ong cold gerns.

Per manent Korean residents in Japan are
of ten subject to entrenched discrimnation.

able to legally live free of discrimnation
awai ting exit visas for South Korea.
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1. Rel i gi ous groups in Japan
a. nust all register with the governnent.
b. must register to enjoy tax benefits and advant ages.
c. don’'t worry about governnent registration at all.

12. I n Japanese religions, the |lines between human and

a. clear cut.
b. hard to distinguish.
c. superfluous.

3. Before WWVII, the enperor was sort-of-1like
a. the pope and god.
b. a kam and Bodhi sattva.
c. the president and a cardinal.

14. At the heart of Shinto belief and practice is the
wor shi p of

a. nature.

b. kam .

c. the enperor.

15. Hi storic Shinto texts, recording the “age of the

gods,” focus on the religious practice of

a. ordinary people in ancient Japan.
b. elites in ancient Japan.
c. the samurai in prehistoric Japan.

16. The i ntroduction of opened Japan to ideas

and practices of Buddhist and Chi nese religions.

a. sailing vessels and world trade
b. Chi nese scri pt
C. sanmurai warrior principles

17. The Bodhi sattva comonly known to exercise the

pr of oundest conpassion is
a. Sakyamuni .

b. Siddhart ha.
c. Kannon.
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18. Esoteri c Buddhismrealizes the in religious

practice.

a. limts of |anguage and | ogic
b. inportance of rules and regul ati ons
c. power of sanurai incarnations

19. Accordi ng to Honen and Jodoshu Buddhi st practice,

the recitation of the nenmbutsu brings

a. salvation
b. samm tsu.
c. one close to god.

20. What school s of Buddhi st thought and practice has

t he nost Japanese adherents?

a. Jodo Shinsu Pure Land
b. Zen
c. Tantra

Part 2--True/False pPlace aT or an
F in the bl ank provided.

1. As of 1996, Japan had no specific | aw governing
sexual harassnent.

2. Equal Enpl oynment Qpportunity Law prohibits wage
di scrim nation agai nst wonen, yet Japanese wonmen
still earn significantly less than their male

counterparts.

3. I n Japanese conversations, periods of silence rarely
t ake pl ace.

4. Japan has rigorous and extensive |aws concerning the
rights of the disabl ed.

5 Most Burakum n Japanese openly publicize their
ethnic identity and cul ture.
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6. Japanese religious groups have strong nati onal
religious organi zati ons and bureaucraci es.

7. Most Japanese adhere to a folk religion where
Buddhi st and Shinto practice is intertw ned.

8. The Japanese religious world view is exclusive,
drawing rigid definitions of doctrine and practi ce.

9. Shinto texts recording the “age of the gods” are
scriptures like the Bible or Qur’an.

10. Shinto practice was institutionalized and codified
in response to Buddhi st/ Chinese religion making
headway i n Japan.

Part 3a--Matching piace the letter

of the nobst correct response in the
bl ank provi ded.

1. Gonma A. Joyful dance acconpanyi ng
Buddhi st religious rites
2. Mudr a
B. Prayer strips
3. Yoga
C. Practice of neditation,
4. Mant r as concentration, asceticism and
bodily exercises for spiritual
5 Goryo pur poses
6. Nenbut su D. Short, pithy sayings, poens and
riddles used to further religious
7. Nenmbut su odor i t hought
8. O uda E. Inperial mlitary title assuned
by Japanese mlitary governnent
9. Koans | eaders
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10. Shogun F. Reciting the nane of Am tabha

Buddha as a religious rite

G Firerituals used to draw deities
cl ose

H Meditational devices often
enpl oying a series of sounds

. Evil instilling spirits of the
dead which inflict natura
di sasters

J. Synbolic hand gestures

Part 3b--Matching piace the letter of
t he nost correct response in the bl ank
provi ded.

1. Ki nono A. Japanese way of the warrior,
advocating principles of loyalty

2. Hi r oshi ma and honor

3. Bushi do B. Term describing the current state
of decline/degeneration in this

4. Kam age

5 Mandal as C. Enlightennent

6. Mappo D. Synbolic, spiritual pictures
descri bing the physical/spiritua

7. Bodhi sattvas wor | ds

8. Amat er su E. Spiritual neaning exists beyond
wor ds, actions or |logic

9. Samm t su

F. Traditional Japanese robe garnent
10. Esoteric worn by both sexes
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G Enlightened beings in Buddhi st
t hought

H Central female deity of Shinto,
associated with the sun

| . Mythol ogical, natural or human
figures worshipped in Shinto
practice

J. Japanese city destroyed by an
atom c bonb, 6 Aug 1945

“...let me tell you the true secret of the entire American
mlitary s success: it’s our people. W’ ve got dedicated,
tal ented professionals who are doing all Anericans proud!
That’ s because the nenbers of the mlitary not only swear an
oath to defend the Constitution and obey their |eadership--
they also live by a very special set of values.”
Honor abl e Sheila Wdnall, Secretary of the Air Force
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